
The Gospel of Mark 
“The Kingdom is at Hand” 

Mark 14:53-72 

 

 

• Mark 14:53-72 

What was Jesus just doing? Where was He at emotionally? 

How about the disciples? 

We have talked before about the Mark sandwich. What is it? 

What is it in this passage? Why is it significant? 

• Mark 14:54, 66-72 

What is the point Mark is trying to make? 

Integrity is at stake for both Jesus and Peter 

Jesus faces losing His life, Peter risks some trouble 

 

• Mark 14:65 

Interesting. What is there accusation? 

And yet what is happening to Peter? 

Telling Jesus He is such a pathetic prophet He can’t even tell who is hitting Him 

All the while Peter is denying Him 3 times just as He said 

One of the most amazing things about Jesus, God, is how He somehow weaves His will into our own free will 

I really don’t know how He does it 

This last week of Jesus is about vindication…Jesus will be vindicated thru His Mark 13 prophecies 

Jesus will be vindicated by His resurrection which we will look at next through His next prophecy 

And here, Jesus as prophet is being vindicated by/through literally Peters’ sin 

Remember back a couple weeks when they pelted Jesus with questions in the Temple 

He literally took the questions from each different group and told the entire Gospel story thru His response? 

Unbelievable! 

One other note of the Peter thing 

How did Peter specifically vindicate Jesus through His prophecy? 

Through his own sin…incredible 

This is God, and more specifically this is Jesus…this is what His whole life is about 

He somehow makes or turns even our sin into a new creation 

 

Did Peter do his best? Was it enough? 

God wants reliance, broken humility 

Amazing, under his own might he couldn’t stand up to a servant girl 

And yet Jesus, broken before God with nothing left, stands before Rome and Israel itself 

 

One other question on Peter. How is he any different than Judas? Judas felt bad too. 

Big difference between remorse and repentance 

One is self-centered, results in anger and self hatred, totally consumed with yourself 

The other longs to have Jesus call him back like Jesus did when He was raised on the shores 

• II Cor. 7:9-11 

 

• Mark 14:60-64 

Remember this is a quote from Daniel 7 where it speaks of going towards the Father, not back to earth 

This is Jesus prediction that He will be raised from the dead and sit next to the Ancient of Days as the Son of Man 

Vindicated thru His resurrection 

 

Again, as we talked about last week, when you see Peter outside in the courtyard, denying Jesus, what feeling do you 

get on behalf of Jesus? 

Jesus is just SO ALONE…and again you get the feeling this is what He must do…this is His call on behalf of all of us 

 

Let’s turn to the trial itself 

First, it is clear even in scripture that an evening trial is wrong 



• Acts 4:3-5 

There had been others like Jesus who had been a problem 

And the Sanhedrin know Pilate is no rubber stamp and no friend of theirs 

If they want Jesus dead, it will take more than just a simply accusation of blasphemy 

Josephus – Story of Jesus, son of Ananus pg 582-583 

Also required 2-3 witnesses that agree from the Old testament (Numbers 35:30, Deut. 17:6) 

 

What was Jesus on trial for? What was at stake when He for example stood before the High Priest? 

1. We have already seen the bottom line charge – that He is a False Prophet who is leading the people astray 

2. Stance against the Temple 

- Mark 14:58 and His actual accusations against the Temple in Chapters 11-13 

 Again, why were His statements such a problem? 

 It was a judgment that called their own authority into question 

 Their accusation was also inaccurate (John 2:19) 

3. What Jesus had said/done was actually a veiled, and not so veiled claim to royal authority as King 

Riding in on a colt, the palm branches, statements against the Temple 

Healing and forgiving people with absolutely no need for a priest 

4. The accusation of Jesus as Messiah 

In Greek Caiaphas’ comment is really a statement with a question mark at the end 

“You are the Messiah?” 

Ironic, basically word for word what Peter said in Chapter 8 when he proclaimed him Messiah 

5. Jesus finally incriminates Himself on a political charge 

Jesus goes beyond answering his question 

Jesus draws together Psalm 110 and Daniel 7:13 

- Mark 12:36, 13:26 

 Caiaphas now has a charge he can bring to Rome 

 

When you take these 2 Old Testament passages together, they say it all 

Yes I am The Prophet, yes I am Messiah, yes I am the replacement of the Temple and the whole system of old 

Yes I will be vindicated and yes I will one day sit enthroned next to God over Israel 

Jesus could now be presented to Pilate as a rebel King and against Israel as a false prophet 

Amazing when you see that they had nothing if Jesus just remained quiet 

 

Again, through this Mark sandwich, we now have the full picture of what Jesus meant by losing one’s life to save it 

 


